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THE POLICE OF SOUTH WALES

1. INTRODUCTION

In 2014 South Wales Police
established a project to tie in with the
start of the commemoration of the
centenary of the First World War.

A project group was formed
comprising of serving and retired staff
and during the course of the next five
years they undertook work to
remember those policemen from
South Wales Police’s predecessor
forces of Glamorgan, Cardiff, Swansea,
Merthyr and Neath who served during
the war and especially those who
made the ultimate sacrifice.

The purpose of this booklet

A considerable amount of material
was produced by the project which
was reflected in a series of booklets.
It had been intended that the one
for 1918 would complete the series
but on further reflection it has been
felt that it would be appropriate to
compile one further booklet which
would:

= Set out a summary of what the
project has achieved.

= Highlight some minor corrections
which need to be made to previous
booklets.

« Include additional photographs of
police officers which have come to
light since the earlier booklets were
produced.

= Give details of a former policeman
who was a casualty of the war
whose details we have discovered.

= Provide details of further police
officers who we have identified as
having been recognised for their
gallantry.

= Tell the stories of some of the many
police officers who served in the
armed forces during the war, who
survived it and who have not been
included in previous booklets as
casualties or as ones who received
gallantry awards.

= Offer some final reflections on the
war and its impact on the police of
South Wales.

What our project has done

Commemorative Booklets

Eight booklets have been produced,
one for each year of the war together
with three on the specific subjects of
the Welsh Guards, Richard Thomas
and Ernest Rollings.
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Films

Two short films were produced to mark
the start and end of the war which are
available on YouTube. The second film
was accompanied by a soundtrack by
the Treorchy Male Voice Choir.

Remembrance

= Wreaths or crosses have been
placed on graves and memorials in
Wales, England, France and Belgium
to remember 88 of the 93 police
officers who died.

South Wales Police wreath at the
Thiepval Memorial, Somme.

Memorial Cross. §

= During every South Wales Police

Remembrance Service held each
November between 2014 and
2018, reference was made to the
war and the names of those who
died during the relevant year were
read out. In the section which
follows this Introduction we
reproduce the relevant parts of
each Order of Service. A film of the
service for 2018 was put on to
YouTube.
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South Wales Police Remembrance Service November 2018.

= A special commemoration was held in 1917. The event was attended by
at St Edeyrn’s Church, Llanedeyrn, members of his family and
Cardiff in April 2018 at the grave of representatives of the Welsh Guards
PC William Jones Thomas who died and South Wales Police.
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= During the course of our researches
it became apparent that whilst PC
Patrick Shea’s name appeared on
the Swansea Borough Police
memorial at the Swansea Central
Police Station, which records the
names of those from that force who
died during the war, he was not
included in the records of the
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission even though it was
clear that he had died of illness as

a consequence of his military service
during the war. In addition, it was
not known where PC Shea was
buried. Following further detailed
research his grave was located in a
private plot at Danygraig Cemetery
in Swansea and the Commission,
following our submission to it of
full details of the matter, amended
its register of the casualties of the
war to include PC Shea’s name

and details.

PC Patrick Shea’s grave.
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RICHARD THO!

=

Members of Dick Thomas’ family and representatives of South Wales Police
in front of the display in Ty Richard Thomas.

Exhibitions/Displays

< In 2015 a new joint police and local
authority building in Bridgend was
named “Ty Richard Thomas” in
memory of ex Welsh rugby
international and Glamorgan
policeman Dick Thomas, who was
killed in action at Mametz Wood in
1916. A wall display in the foyer tells
his story as a policeman, sportsman
and soldier.

e Also, in relation to Dick Thomas,
we have been very pleased that
items of sporting memorabilia
relating to him have been deposited
on loan at the South Wales Police

Heritage Centre at Police
Headquarters in Bridgend by his
grandson, Richard Thomas.

These form part of a display which
includes his Welsh international
rugby cap from 1906, when he
played against South Africa, his
Welsh jersey, a silver cup
commemorating the Welsh Grand
Slam of 1908-09 and a Triple Crown
Medal together with the Memorial
Scroll in relation to his death in the
war. His Royal Highness, the Prince
of Wales, viewed the display during
a visit to the Heritage Centre on
2nd July 2019.
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The Prince of Wales views the Dick Thomas display.

< An exhibition at the Firing Line the war’” was seen by over 111,000
Museum, Cardiff Castle, entitled people between 2017 and 2018.

“Rollings-the policeman who ‘ended _ .
The Rollings Exhibition.
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= A permanent display regarding the
First World War has been created at
the Heritage Centre. The items include
those relating to Ernest Rollings.

= To mark the centenary of the
Armistice in 2018 display boards
were installed in the foyer of the
main building at Police Headquarters
telling the stories of our police
officers during the war. The boards
were also displayed by Glamorgan
Archives in Cardiff.

= In addition, images of soldier-police
officers who died, were installed on
the windows of a building at
Headquarters and children from a
local school created a mural display
of poppies for hoardings where

building work was being undertaken.

Window display at Y Bont,
Police Headquarters, Bridgend.
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Media

There has been regular engagement
with broadcast media, and with the
public and our own staff via our
internal and external websites and
social media. ITV Wales, for example,
in November 2018 ran news items on
Rollings and PC Frank Trott, a
Glamorgan Police officer who died

on 11th November 1918.

Partnership engagement

A particularly pleasing aspect of the
project is the extent to which we have
been able to work with partners.
Here are a few examples:

= South Wales Police has been
privileged to be a member of the
Welsh Government’s First World
War Commemoration Board chaired
by Professor Sir Deian Hopkin, the
First Minister’s Expert Adviser on the
commemorations. The photograph

below shows members of the Board,
along with the First Minister and Sir
Deian, at their final meeting in
December 2019.

= Commonwealth War Graves
Commission: it featured PC Frank
Trott on their website
commemorating the centenary of
the Armistice (“11 on the 11th”).

= Royal British Legion: an article on
our project was written for the
programme for the Wales Festival
of Remembrance in 2018.

< Imperial War Museums; featured
the project generally, and the
Rollings story in particular, on their
partnership website.

= A talk on Rollings was delivered to
the South Wales Branch of the
Western Front Association. The talk
is also given to groups of visitors to
the Heritage Centre.
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Engagement with families, police

officers, police staff and the public

= Visitors to the Heritage Centre have
shown a great deal of interest in the
First World War display and copies
of our booklets are very popular.
Our visitors come from a variety
of backgrounds-such as older
people’s groups, schools, colleges
as well as individuals.

A particularly rewarding aspect of
the project is the extent to which
we have been able to engage with
families of those who served with
contact via e mail and
correspondence and visits to
Headquarters to see the War
Memorial and the Heritage Centre.
Several of them have also attended
the annual Remembrance Service.

There has been a noticeable and very
positive response from police officers
and police staff evidenced by contact
from individuals, reaction to displays
and the large attendance at the
annual Remembrance Services.

Legacy
= All the booklets, in addition to being
widely distributed in hard copy, are

available for future reference on the
Heritage Centre web page and also
on the Peoples Collection website.

= A copy of the Rollings booklet was
submitted to the Australian War
Memorial in Canberra (Rollings was
attached to the Australian Corps
when he recovered secret German
documents in August 1918) who
have placed it in their archives.

= Copies of all the booklets have been
deposited with the National Library
of Wales, Glamorgan Archives and
West Glamorgan Archives.

Conclusion

It has been a huge privilege for all
those involved with the project to be
able to contribute to remembering
the police officers who served in the
armed forces during the First World
War and especially those who died as
a result of it.

It is hoped that our endeavours have
provided a lasting and fitting tribute to
them all.

Gareth Madge OBE
Chair
First World War Project Group
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2. REMEMBRANCE 2014 TO 2018

Order of Service 11th November 2014

SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION

“REMEMBERED WITH PRIDE”

A hundred years ago on 4th
August 1914, Britain entered
the First World War following
Germany'’s invasion of
Belgium. It was to be a war
the like of which had not
been seen before. Millions
fought and died.

Several hundred police
officers from our predecessor
forces of Glamorgan, Cardiff,
Swansea, Merthyr and Neath
served in the armed forces. In
total 90 officers died. Many
were wounded. Some were
recognised for their gallantry.

| have been privileged to
lead a project
group within
South Wales
Police to
remember the
bravery and sacrifice
of those who

served. In doing so,
we have taken as our
guiding message the
words “remembered
with pride”.

They come from a letter
written to the mother of PC
Edwin Samuel Brown, a
Cardiff City officer who was
killed in action on 27th
September 1918 in northern
France aged 27. The letter
from his commanding officer
says this:
“No words of mine | know can
comfort you in your great
sorrow. God alone can do that.
But you have the consolation of
knowing that he died doing his
duty in a good cause, as so
many brave men have done,
and we who knew them shall
always remember
them with
pride.”
As we mark the
centenary over the
next four years
we will
remember all
those from our
predecessor forces
who died.

Mr Gareth Madge

PC Albert Appleton
Killed in action
24th August 1914
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Order of Service 11th November 2015

SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION

“REMEMBERED WITH PRIDE”

Last year South Wales Police,
along with many other
organisations and individuals,
commemorated the
centenary of the outbreak of
the War in 1914.

We continue that
commemoration this year by
remembering the events of
1915, particularly as they
affected the members of our
predecessor forces of
Glamorgan, Cardiff, Swansea,
Merthyr and Neath.

It was a year that saw bitter
fighting at Gallipoli and at the
Battle of Loos. Poison gas was
used for the first time by the
Germans at the Second Battle
of Ypres and by the British at
Loos.

Away from the front line,
civilian deaths and injuries
were caused by bombing
attacks on England, and in
May 1915 over 1000
passengers and crew lost
their lives when the British
liner, the “Lusitania”, was
sunk by a German U boat off
the coast of Ireland.

This year we remember
fifteen members of our
predecessor forces who died
in 1915. Six of them were
killed on one day, 27th
September, during the Battle
of Loos.

Eight of those who died were
from the Welsh Guards which
was formed in February
1915. In total thirty three
members of our predecessor
forces died during the War
whilst serving with the
Regiment.

The events of 1915 may now
seem far in the past but, as
the amount of public interest
in the centenary
commemorations has shown,
there is still a commitment to
remember those who served
and especially those who
made the ultimate sacrifice.

South Wales Police has sought
to play its part by honouring
our former police officers and
it will continue to do so.

They deserve nothing less.

Gareth Madge OBE
Chair, First World War Project Group
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SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION

1915 ® ROLL OF HONOUR

30TH APRIL
PC Bertram Frederick Crees (Glamorgan/Royal Engineers)

7TH MAY
PC William Arthur Jones (Swansea/Royal Engineers)
20TH MAY
PC William George Mathias (Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)
7TH AUGUST

PC Frederick Richards (Glamorgan/South Wales Borderers)

27TH SEPTEMBER
PC Michael Doyle (Glamorgan/Irish Guards)

PC Benjamin Evans (Cardiff/Welsh Guards)
PC David William Evans (Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)
PC David Charles Grant (Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)
PC Ernest Lewis Reeves (Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)
PC Charles Henry Snailham (Glamorgan/Grenadier Guards)

6TH OCTOBER
PC William East (Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)

8TH OCTOBER
PC William Holland (Swansea/Welsh Regiment)

12TH OCTOBER
PC Leonard Nowell (Glamorgan/Welsh Guards) |

17TH OCTOBER
PC William Hammond (Glamorgan/Grenadier Guards)

25TH OCTOBER
PC William Henry Carter (Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)

We remember them with pride. Yn angof ni chant fod.
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Order of Service 11th November 2016

SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION

“REMEMBERED WITH PRIDE”

This year South Wales Police
continues to play its part in the
commemoration of the centenary
of the First World War.

1916 was, of course, a year of
terrible losses for the British
Army. The first day of the Battle
of the Somme, 1st July, saw it
suffering nearly 60,000 casualties
of whom nearly 20,000 were
killed.

The Battle went on until 18th
November by which time total
British and Commonwealth
casualties were over 400,000.
The French and German armies
also suffered huge losses.

During the course of 1916 a
total of 29 police officers from
our predecessor forces of
Glamorgan, Cardiff, Swansea and
Merthyr died.

Five Glamorgan policemen,
including Dick Thomas, the
former Welsh international rugby
player, died at Mametz Wood on
the Somme where the Welsh
Division displayed such heroism
during the capture of the Wood.

It was a great privilege for me
to be present at the Welsh
National Service of Remembrance
at the Wood in uly. It was a truly
humbling experience to stand
with Dick Thomas’ grandson on

the very ground on which his
grandfather had died exactly one
hundred years earlier.

Later in the Somme battle in
September thirteen police officers
died: 10 from Glamorgan and one
each from Cardiff, Swansea and
Merthyr.

There were others too who
died elsewhere in France, Belgium
and at home during 1916.

And so we continue to
remember them all. If we are
ever in doubt about such
remembrance it is worth bearing
in mind the refrain in a poem
called “Aftermath” by Siegfried
Sassoon who served with the
Royal Welsh Fusiliers during the
War:

But the past is just the same-
and War s a bloody game....
Have you forgotten yet?...
Look down, and swear by the
slain of the War that you Il
never forget.

Look up, and swear by the
green of the spring that you Il
never forget.

Gareth Madge OBE
Chair, First World War Project Group
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SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION

1916 ® ROLL OF HONOUR

6TH JANUARY
PC Walter
Archibald Stubbs
(Merthyr/Grenadier Guards)

20TH FEBRUARY
PC David Taffinder
(Glamorgan/
Welsh Regiment)

7TH MARCH
PC Joseph
Patrick Deehan
(Glamorgan/Royal Marines)

13TH MARCH
PC John Alfred
GCriffiths
(Glamorgan/
Welsh Regiment)

8TH MAY
PC Edward
John Taylor
(Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)

25TH MAY
PC Thomas
Voyle Morgan
(Merthyr/Welsh Guards)

1ST JULY
PC George Henry
Lock
(Cardiff/Welsh Guards)

PC William
James Williams
(Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)

7THIULY
PC Robert John Harris
(Glamorgan/
Welsh Regiment)

We remember them with pride. Yn angof ni chant fod.

PS Richard Thomas
(Glamorgan/
Welsh Regiment)

PC William
Edward Trinder

(Glamorgan/
Welsh Regiment)

10TH JULY
PC Edward Beresford
(Glamorgan/South
Staffordshire Regiment)

PC William Henry
Loud
(Glamorgan/
Welsh Regiment)

12TH JULY
PC Richard Hamer
(Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)

18TH JULY
PC Ernest Robert
Helson
(Swansea/Welsh Guards)

10TH SEPTEMBER
PC Edward
John Edwards
(Glamorgan/
Welsh Guards)

PC Henry Morgan
Jones
(Glamorgan/
Welsh Guards)

PC William Jones
(Glamorgan/
Welsh Guards)

PC Reginald Lovis
(Merthyr/Welsh Guards)

PC Arthur
Richmond Perkins
(Glamorgan/
Welsh Guards)

PC Aubrey
Alfred Smale
(Swansea/Welsh Guards)

14TH SEPTEMBER
PC Frederick
Charles Lord
(Glamorgan/
Grenadier Guards)

15TH SEPTEMBER
PC George Robert
Guy
(Glamorgan/
Grenadier Guards)

16TH SEPTEMBER
PC John Farley
(Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)

PC Herbert James
Fisher
(Cardiff/Welsh Guards)

PC Augustus Harris
(Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)

22ND SEPTEMBER
PC Arthur Pugh
(Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)

25TH SEPTEMBER
PC Sidney Ambrose
Phelps
(Glamorgan/Welsh Guards)

8TH DECEMBER
PC Jack Randall Birch
(Swansea/Welsh Guards)
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Order of Service 10th November 2017

SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION

“REMEMBERED WITH PRIDE”

This year South Wales Police, as part of its commemoration of the
centenary of the First World War, remembers fifteen police officers from
our predecessor forces of Glamorgan, Cardiff, Swansea and Merthyr, who
died during 1917.

It was another year of terrible loss of life especially during the Third Battle
of Ypres (the Battle of Passchendaele) which started on 31st July and went
on until 10th November, exactly one hundred years ago today.

Amongst the police officers who died in that battle was Constable Percy
John Marks of the Cardiff City Police. He was from Somerset and was
serving with the Welsh Guards when he was killed in action on 4th
September 1917. He was 22 years of age. His sergeant wrote this letter to
his father:

Dear Mr Marks. Just a few lines to inform you of the death of your son.
Corpl Marks and myself were very good chums, because we belong to the
same battalion and came together on this job. All the boys miss him because
he was so cheerful. He always had a smile on his face, and | miss him very
much, because he was one of the best NCO s | had under me. The way he
met his death was by a shell dropping right on top of the dugout, killing one
NCO and three men. They were killed outright and buried beneath the dug-
out. | was out digging for him last night and this morning and | shall do my
best as a soldier and a pal to see that your son and the others are buried
properly. If there is anything you would like to know I shall be only too
pleased to help you. Your son was a good soldier and a brave one as well.
Please accept the sympathy of all the boys and myself in your great loss.

DI Richards, Sergt.

The Welsh poet Ellis Humphrey Evans, Hedd Wyn, who died on the first
day of the Battle of Passchendaele described such loss in his poem
Rhyfel/War:

Mae r hen delynau genid gynt ~ The harps to which we sang are hung
Ynghrog ar gangau r helyg draw  On willow boughs, and their refrain
A gwaedd y bechgyn lond y gwynt  Drowned by the anguish of the young

Au gwaed yn gymysg efo r glaw ~ Whose blood is mingled with the rain

Gareth Madge OBE
Chair, First World War Project Group
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Order of Service 9th November 2018

SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION & REMEMBRANCE

REFLECTIONS ON THE GREAT WAR

At each Remembrance Service since
2014, South Wales Police has played
its part in commemorating the
centenary of the First World War by
including in the Service the Roll of
Honour of those from its
predecessor forces of Glamorgan,
Cardiff, Swansea and Merthyr who
gave their lives during the course of
the war.

We do so again this year when we
remember not only the seventeen
policemen who died in 1918 but also
three who died during 1919 of
causes related to their war service.

This year is, of course, of special
significance since at 11am on 11th
November we will remember that it
is one hundred years since the
Armistice signed between the Allies
and Germany, came into effect.
Although it was not the formal end
of the war- that didn’t come until the
Treaty of Versailles in 1919-the
fighting on the Western Front and
elsewhere ceased.

It was a war which caused
tremendous human loss and material
devastation. Millions were killed,
injured or missing. Large areas of
France and Belgium, in particular,
suffered huge damage to their
buildings and landscape.

When visiting the battlefields today,
you will see row upon row of
headstones, the silent reminders of
the impact of the war on Great
Britain and its Allies, and which

mark the last resting place of so
many from our communities and
beyond. There are also the huge
memorials to the missing who have
no known grave such as that at
Thiepval on the Somme with its
72,000 names. The German
cemeteries tell their own story
reminding us that war takes a
terrible toll regardless of who is right
or wrong.

For me one event during the
commemoration stands out. On 7th
July 1916 the Cardiff City Battalion
of the Welsh Regiment attacked
Mametz Wood on the Somme. It
suffered many casualties including
the deaths of several Glamorgan
policemen. Amongst them was Dick
Thomas, a Welsh international rugby
player of considerable ability.

It was a great privilege to be present
at the centenary commemoration of
the battle on 7th July 2016 and to
stand with Dick Thomas’ grandson
on the very field where his
grandfather was Killed.

One hundred years on from the
First World War we in South Wales
Police, and so many others like us,
have been remembering the loss of
those who have gone before us. Our
efforts at commemoration ensure
that their sacrifice will not be
forgotten.

Gareth Madge OBE
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3. CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS
TO PREVIOUS BOOKLETS

As a result of further checking of our
source material, we have identified a
few errors in our previous booklets.
The relevant corrections are set out
below.

1914

10th November:

Alfred Frederick Leonard:

His force number should be 41 and
not 44.

1915

8th October: William Holland:
His force number should be 75 and
not 78.

1916

20th February: David Taffinder:

In the booklet he is referred to as
having “died of wounds” whereas
“Soldiers Died in the Great War” and
the Army Medal Records show his
death as “killed in action”. The Roll of
Honour which we have subsequently
produced follows the latter.

1918

21st July: Sidney Walter Williams:
His army service number should be
180142 not 180347.

6th January 1919: Henry James
Porter:

His army service number should be
161473 not 16147.
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4. ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Since our previous booklets were produced, we have acquired some additional
photographs of police officers which we now include with references to the
booklets in which their stories appear.

1914 1915

SIDNEY WILLIAM FREDERICK
GOODLIFFE RICHARDS

(DIED 12TH NOVEMBER 1914) (DIED 7TH AUGUST 1915)

1916

WILLIAM EDWARD
TRINDER
(DIED 7TH JULY 1916)

23
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1917

WILLIAM JONES
THOMAS
(DIED 13TH APRIL 1917)

As mentioned in the Introduction we
were pleased to be able to assist in a
commemoration for William in April
2018. As a result, the family kindly
made available to us the photographs

which we are now able to reproduce.

The one below was taken at the
family home at Pantglas Farm in
Llanedeyrn (where the Waitrose store
now stands) in 1893. William is in the
centre standing between his parents
John and Ann. Behind him is his

sister Elizabeth, and his mother is
holding his baby brother, Rowland.
His brother Edmund stands beside his
father whilst his brother George is
beside his mother.

24
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A Royal Life Saving Society medal
presented to William in 1910.
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William on guard duty with the Welsh Guards
outside Buckingham Palace.

25
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1918 1918

THOMAS BEALE ARTHUR GEORGE HAM
MC DCM, MM
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5. ANOTHER CASUALTY OF THE WAR

Our researches have enabled us to tell

the stories of 93 police officers from
our predecessor forces who died as a
consequence of the war.

Ninety of them are commemorated
on memorials of different kinds:

= 58 are named on the Glamorgan
Police War Memorial at Police
Headquarters in Bridgend and the
same names also appear on a
Memorial Scroll which is
currently displayed in the Force
Heritage Centre.

= 16 names are on the Cardiff City
Police Memorial in the Cardiff Bay
Police Station.

< 10 names are to be found on the
Swansea Borough Police
Memorial at the Central Police
Station in Swansea.

= 6 names appear on a Memorial
Plague to the Merthyr Tydfil
Borough Police officers in the
Merthyr Police Station.

Details regarding a further three
police officers who served with the
Glamorgan Constabulary and who
died came to light during the course
of our project:

e PC 77 Arthur Richmond Perkins
(1916 Booklet)

e PC 118 Thomas Churches
(1918 Booklet)

e PC 324 Frank Trott (1918 Booklet)

Whilst Perkins and Churches served
with the Glamorgan Constabulary
during the war, they had both left it
before they joined the army. Trott left
the Glamorgan force in 1915 to join
up and returned to serve with it
before the end of the war following
wounds sustained on active service.

Our further researches since the
production of the annual booklets
have revealed details of another
Glamorgan policeman, Thomas
William Hiscock, who died during the
war. He had actually resigned from the
police in April 1914 and, therefore,
does not appear on the Glamorgan
Constabulary Roll of Honour or War
Memorial. Nevertheless, we take this
opportunity to tell his story.
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PC 261 THOMAS
WILLIAM HISCOCK
GLAMORGAN CONSTABULARY
SERGEANT 19751

29TH BRIGADE AND “C” BATTERY
123RD BRIGADE ROYAL FIELD
ARTILLERY

Thomas was born on 11th May 1886
(according to police records but on
11th May 1887 according to other
records) in the small village of All
Cannings which is some four miles to
the east of Devizes in Wiltshire.

His parents were Thomas William and
Fanny (nee Cowdry).

Thomas was baptised at the Parish
Church of All Saints in All Cannings on
31st July 1887. His father’s occupation

is stated to be as a labourer. Thomas
later attended the village’s Church of
England school.

At the census of 1891 Thomas is
shown as living with his grandfather,
Harry, an agricultural labourer and
widower, and his three daughters and
son at Thorncroft, All Cannings.

Thomas was still living with his
grandfather in All Cannings at the
census of 1901. However, the
household now consisted also of
Thomas’ mother, Fanny, and Thomas’
brother Henry, then aged nine, and his
sisters Ethel and Mary aged eight and
fifteen respectively. Interestingly
Thomas’ great grandmother, Jane, was
living there as well, then aged ninety
one having been born in 1810, and
stated to be in receipt of parochial
relief. Thomas, then thirteen years of
age, was stated to be a yardman on a
farm whilst his grandfather, then aged
sixty six, was still an agricultural
labourer.

By the census of 1911 Thomas’
mother had moved to live at 109,
Cardiff Road, Aberaman, Aberdare.
She was stated to be a widow and
residing in the household with her
were her son Henry, then nineteen
years of age and employed as a coal
miner, her daughter Ethel aged fifteen,
who was described as a domestic
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servant, and another son James
Phillimore, aged eight, who was in
school. Thomas’ grandfather lived
there as well, then aged seventy six.
It’s not known where Thomas was
living at that time but it is likely that
he was in the army.

In any event, Thomas joined the
Glamorgan Constabulary on 11th
January 1913 and was stationed for

a time at Bargoed. He had previously
been employed as a collier.

Thomas enlisted in the army at
Aberdare and went to France shortly
after the outbreak of war in August
1914. Police records show that prior
to joining the Glamorgan Constabulary
he had served for just over eight years
in the Royal Garrison Artillery. It was
presumably as a reservist that he was,
therefore, recalled to the colours.

He had resigned from the police on
17th April 1914.

His army medal records show that in
addition to the British War Medal and
the Victory Medal he was awarded the
1914 Star which was given to those
members of the army who were
serving during the period from the
commencement of the war in August
1914 to November 1914,

Thomas is shown as having initially
served with 29th Brigade of the Royal

Field Artillery which was made up of
three batteries and served as the
Divisional Artillery for the 4th
Division, a regular division of the army.

The Division was initially held back
from moving to France with the rest
of the British Expeditionary Force
because of the fear of invasion of
Britain by German forces. However,
this decision was reversed and it
proceeded to France.

The War Diary of the 29th Brigade
records that they left Southampton

at 7pm on 22nd August on board the
SS Armenian. This was a British cargo
ship built in 1895 which saw service as
a transport in the Second Boer War.
She was again used as a transport
during the First World War. On 28th
June 1915 she was sunk by a German
U Boat off Cornwall where she still
lies. Twenty nine members of the
mostly American crew were lost along
with over 1,400 mules.

After arriving in Le Havre
disembarkation was complete by 6pm
on 23rd August and the Brigade
moved off to take up their positions.
They were in action on 26th August
and then took part in the major battles
which followed in 1914 and 1915.

At some stage Thomas transferred to
“C” Battery, 123rd Brigade Royal Field
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The SS Armenian.

Artillery which operated in support of
the 37th Division which was in France
from July 1915. Each battery was
equipped with four 18 pounder

field guns.

g " 3

The Western Mail of 31st December
1915 carried the photograph of
Thomas together with a Lance
Corporal Davies which appears on
the next page.

An 18 pounder gun of a field battery in action in 1915 (© IWM (HU108106)).
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The caption to the photograph reads
as follows:

“Lance-corporal Thomas Davies (sitting) of
the 1st Somersetshire Light Infantry (11th
Brigade, 4th Division), and Sergeant T.W.
Hiscock, R.FA. (C Battery, 123rd Brigade,
37th Division), who are home on seven days’
leave, after being on active service since the
outbreak of war. Lance-corporal Davies was a
member of the Cardiff City Police Force, and
lives at Spring Gardens-place, Cardiff.
Hiscock was formerly in the Glamorgan
County Police, and resides at Regent-street,
Aberaman”.

The following report regarding the
two men is contained in the same
newspaper. Whilst it deals mostly
with Davies it’s worth reproducing
in full as a vivid account of the early
stages of the war:

NARROW ESCAPES
“Experiences of two Welsh soldiers
Fought from the beginning and
both returned without a scratch”
“Two more Welsh members of that
gallant expeditionary force sent over by
Great Britain to France at the
commencement of the great war are this
week enjoying their first visit home since
the outbreak of hostilities. They are
Lance-corporal Thomas Davies, a
constable in the Cardiff City Police
Force, whose home is at Spring gardens-
place, and sergeant T.W. Hiscock, R.FA.
of Aberaman, who was a constable in

the Glamorgan Police Force, stationed at
Bargoed. Through all the encounters of
the past seventeen months both soldiers
have escaped without a scratch, and
when a Western Mail reporter
interviewed them at Davies’s home he
found they had much that was
interesting to relate concerning their
long sojourn in France and Belgium.

Davies was a reservist of the Prince
Albert’s Somerset Light Infantry, and,
called up on August 4, went over to
France on September 10.
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‘| have been out there ever since,” he
said. ‘I have been through all the
campaign, and | am one of the few who
have come through it all without a
scratch. And it has been a case of sheer
good fortune throughout. Obviously |
wasn’'t made to die in France! Oh yes,

| have had many narrow escapes. One
time | was in an engagement at St Ives,
in Northern France, the enemy having
made a great attempt to capture our
trenches and was fighting for dear life.
The only matter one thinks of in tight
corners like that is to preserve oneself,
and | was simply bowling as many men
out as | could just when they rushed
along. During a short break | put my
hand in my greatcoat pocket and pulled
out my leather purse. It was clean cut
through; two notes were also cut, and a
French coin was badly battered. What
had happened was that a piece of
shrapnel had struck the purse and had
been ‘turned’ by the coin. But for that it
would have been in my side. Yet | knew
nothing at all about it at the time. Here
you will see it for yourself,” exclaimed
the speaker, as he handed around the
purse and contents for inspection.

HAD TO BE DUG OUT

‘Yes I've been in many tight corners,’
continued Davies, ‘and I've had hand-to-
hand fights, and nearly every other sort
of fight with the enemy, and, as | say,

I've come through it all. At St Ives | was
lying on one occasion asleep when a
German shell came and completely
destroyed the trench in which | was
stationed. | had to be dug out of the
debris, and my rifle was broken in two,
yet | personally escaped without a
scratch, and was in the second battle
of Ypres when the Canadians had such
heavy losses, and when the London
(Territorial) Rifle Brigade made their
name. It was one of the finest Territorial
regiments | have ever seen in my life.
That was an awful time. | really cannot
describe it to you. My experience? All |
can say is that | was jolly glad to get
out of it. It was a week’s hard and
continuous fighting, day and night, with
nothing but the perpetual roar of shells
around us. We have held that place
until now against everything the
Germans have tried to do, yet they are
still pegging away there.’

‘OUT TO WIN’
‘What is the spirit of the boys out there.’

‘One of the best,” was the prompt reply.
‘We are out to win, and we shall win.
We have got the men and the material
now, and we shall come through
victorious. Some of the men, however,
are disgusted at the conduct of some of
the young shirkers here at home who
are not doing their duty. The old soldier
is for compulsory service in such cases.
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| personally am a married man with
three children, and coming back after
seventeen months’ fighting | see the
same ‘corner boys’ hanging around the
streets as were here when | went away.
| submit that that is not good enough.’

FIRST TASTE OF GAS

Sergeant Hiscock went out to France on
August 22, 1914, and, like his friend,
although he has been through the thick
of the fight, he has sustained no injury.
Singularly enough, he best remembers
the notable incidents which occurred
early in the campaign.

‘Outside St. Quentin,” he remarked,

‘we in our brigade fought seven hours
and a half in the open. It was a pitched
battle, ‘some’ fight, | can assure you.
We waited long there for reinforcements
that never came. If they had we should
not be where we are now. It was largely
responsible for the great retirement.’

After detailing the campaign up to the
second battle of Ypres the sergeant
made a reference to the German gas
attack of May 24-so well remembered
by the ‘boys’ who were there to suffer
its effects.

‘Several were suffering from the fumes,’
he said, ‘before we knew what the cause
was. Fellows were cursing each other or
asking, ‘What sort of *#x#xx+ tobacco
are you smoking?’ Then we discovered

the cause of the trouble. From two
o’clock that morning to seven at night
we kept up a continuous fire against a
great enemy advance. We had to go at it
‘hammer and tongs.’ | fired 1,500
rounds from my gun, and exhausted my
stock. We were in an advanced position,
and had to retire a little, but quite
suddenly next day a German shell came
and destroyed our gun. It was blown to
pieces, two of my men were badly
wounded, and | was pitched into the air,
alighting on my forehead, but the extent
of my damage was a nasty swelling.
That was a ‘narrow shave.’

Both the non-comms have a deep
admiration for the Belgians-civil and
military-and are extremely grateful for
the many kindnesses extended to them
by the few Belgian civilians who are left
in the territory in the allies’ occupation.
Like Lance-corporal Davies, Sergeant
Hiscock has no doubt about an allied
victory, and says all the troops are
determined to achieve that result.”

The action on 24th May 1915 referred
to by Thomas in the newspaper
interview is confirmed by entries in
the 29th Brigade’s War Diary.

As mentioned above, Thomas
transferred to “C” Battery of 123rd
Brigade Royal Field Artillery. The 37th
Division, which it supported, took
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part in the Battle of the Ancre in
November 1916, the final phase of
the Battle of the Somme. The War
Diary of the 123rd Brigade gives an
indication of its part during this period
and afterwards:

“1to0 13.11.16 The Batteries of the
Brigade remained in action taking part
in preliminary bombardments

13.11.16 On the 13th they were engaged
in the battle of the Ancre. With a view to
future advances a reconnaissance was
made by the Brigade and Battery
Commanders during the morning but was
held up by hostile rifle fire from an enemy
strong point. Subsequently owing to the
enemy being in occupation of high ground
S of Grandcourt it was found impossible
to bring the batteries into the forward
positions selected...

21.11.16 A party of gunners under
2Lieut H. Langford...with a covering
party of the Border Regt 11 Division,
brought in under heavy fire a German
77mm gun from a point in No Man’s
Land about 100 yards from the German
Line and 500 yards from our front line.”

It appears that sometime during
December 1916 or early January
1917, Thomas was wounded since
army records show that he died of
wounds at the 13th General Hospital
in Boulogne on 10th January 1917.

The only reference to casualties in the
War Diary of the 123rd Brigade during
the above period is the following.

At that time, it was at Englebelmer, near
Albert in the region of the Somme:

“1.12.16-15.12.16

The Brigade remained in
action until 15.12.16.
During the latter part of
this time the Batteries
were under fairly
consistent shell fire

and sustained some
casualties. The total
losses of the Brigade
during the operations on
the Ancre were 4 officers
wounded. OR 2 killed
and 15 wounded.”

It may be that
Thomas was one of
the Other Ranks who
were wounded.

Thomas is buried in a
Commonwealth War
Graves Commission
grave at Boulogne
Eastern Cemetery.

It contains 5577
Commonwealth burials
of the First World War.
Unusually, the
headstones in the
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cemetery are laid flat due to the
sandy soil.

Also buried there is PC 363 Richard
Hamer of the Glamorgan
Constabulary. As Private 1672 of

1st Battalion, Welsh Guards, he died
of wounds on 12th July 1916. He was
24 years of age and came from
Aberdare. (See the booklet for 1916).

Boulogne Eastern Cemetery.
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6. MORE GALLANTRY AWARDS

We included in the booklets for 1917
and 1918 details of gallantry awards
which had been made to police
officers during the War.

We restricted those details to awards
of the Distinguished Service Order,
Military Cross, Distinguished Conduct
Medal and Military Medal. This was
because these were the awards in
respect of which the greatest amount
of detail was available.

Since completing the previous
booklets, we have identified further
awards of this kind and we now take
the opportunity to provide details of
the recipients of them.

WILLIAM FRANCIS
BURRIDGE

PC 131

SWANSEA BOROUGH POLICE
COMPANY SERGEANT MAIOR 13746
9TH BATTALION

ROYAL WELSH FUSILIERS

DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT
MEDAL

William was born at Llansamlet,
Swansea, on 12th January 1886, the son
of Joseph and Ellen Burridge. At the
census of 1911 he was living at 8
Cwmlan Terrace, Landore, in Swansea
with his wife, Frances, and his mother.

William had become a member of the
Swansea Borough Police as Constable
131 on 11th February 1910 having
previously been employed as a stone
cutter. In April 1911 he was
commended for his alertness and
intelligence in carrying out an arrest
for the Glamorgan Constabulary.

In September 1914, he and other
officers joined the 9th Battalion of the
Royal Welsh Fusiliers and went to
France with them on 19th July 1915.

He saw service with the Battalion for
the rest of the war. They were
engaged in many of the war’s major
battles on the Western Front including
those at Loos in 1915, the Somme in
1916, Ypres in 1917 and those during
the final phases of the war in 1918.

William rose in the ranks during his
service becoming a Company
Sergeant Major and Temporary
Regimental Sergeant Major.

In 1918 William was awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal the
citation for which was:

“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion
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to duty and consistent good work during
a long period. His powers of organisation
and personal example have been
invaluable, and his courage and devotion
to duty most marked.”

(Supplement to the Edinburgh Gazette
2nd January 1918)

In 1918 William was also awarded the
Croix de Guerre by the King of the
Belgians (London Gazette 12th July
1918). According to the Cambria Daily
Leader of 26th July 1918 this was for
“gallantry and resourcefulness in rallying
his men under great difficulties.”

William was demobilised on 14th
January 1919 after which he returned
to police duties in Swansea.

The Cambria Daily Leader of 17th
January reported:

“At the Swansea Police Court, on Friday,
seven ex-policemen, including Co-Sergt-
Major Burridge, were re-sworn. Co-
Sergt-Major Burridge has been awarded
the D.C.M. and the Belgian Croix de
Guerre for gallantry in the field.

Mr. Gwilym Morgan (chairman),
congratulating Burridge, said he was a
great credit to the Swansea Police Force,
to the town, and to himself.

C.S.M. Burridge was also congratulated
by Dr. Nelson Jones, Mr. Dd Griffiths,
Mr. J.W. Thorpe, and Mr. Hy. Thompson

Royal Welsh Fusiliers with goat mascot on the
march, Winchester, 1915.
(© IWM (Q53610)).

(personally and on behalf of the legal
profession).”

William was promoted to sergeant in
1919, and received the following
recommendation dated 17th
December 1918 from Major H. Lloyd
Williams, Commanding 9th Battalion,
Royal Welsh Fusiliers:

“The fact that he rose to the rank of
Regimental Sergeant Major, and was
frequently urged to accept a
commission, is sufficiently indicative of
the qualities of RSM Burridge as a
soldier and as a man, and | thoroughly
recommend him for a position of the
highest trust and responsibility.”

Sadly, William died of tuberculosis in
1932 at the age of 46.
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ALBERT EDWARD
HEARD

PC 575

GLAMORGAN CONSTABULARY
SERGEANT 19296

SOMERSET LIGHT INFANTRY AND
SERGEANT 3335, 15TH BATTALION,
MACHINE GUN CORPS

MILITARY MEDAL

Albert was originally from Somerset
having been born in Minehead on
17th October 1889.

He joined the Glamorgan
Constabulary on 12th September
1914 having previously been
employed as a collier, and served
until July 1915 when he resigned to
join the army.

He enlisted on 2nd July and was
initially in the Somerset Light Infantry.
A newspaper report of the time said

that his brother, Lance Sergeant
Thomas William Heard, was also a
member of the regiment. Another
brother, Henry, was said to be serving
with the 16th, (Cardiff City) Battalion,
of the Welsh Regiment.

At some stage Albert transferred to
the Machine Gun Corps, serving with
the 15th Battalion. Whilst serving with
them he was awarded the Military
Medal as confirmed by the Supplement
to the London Gazette of 27th June
1918. No further details are known

of what led to the award.

Albert was discharged from the army
on 19th December 1918.
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WALTER CLIFFORD
SANDERS

PC 688 AND 47

GLAMORGAN CONSTABULARY
CORPORAL 1895

7TH BATTALION, WELSH REGIMENT
AND LANCE SERGEANT 56905,
14TH BATTALION,

ROYAL WELSH FUSILIERS

MILITARY MEDAL

Walter was born on 6th April 1893 in

Cardiff and was employed as a wagon
repairer before joining the Glamorgan
Constabulary on 7th September 1912.
He served for a time at Aberavon.

He resigned from the Force on 15th
January 1915 in order to join the army,
and three days later he enlisted in the
7th (Reserve) (Cyclist) Battalion of the

] L i

Welsh Regiment where he became
Corporal 1895.

He transferred to the 14th Battalion of
the Royal Welsh Fusiliers on 29th July
1916. He became Lance Sergeant
56905 and saw service with the
Battalion in France from July 1916 to
the end of the war. During this time, he
was awarded the Military Medal for
bravery as confirmed by the Supplement
to the London Gazette of 23rd July 1919.

Police records show that he re-joined
the Glamorgan Constabulary on 1st
February 1919 before resigning on
3rd May that year.

Soldiers from the 7th (Cyclist) Battalion,
Welsh Regiment at Llantwit Major (National
Museum Wales/Peoples’ Collection Wales).
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7. THOSE WHO ALSO SERVED

As part of our project we have
gathered together a considerable
amount of information on those who
died and those who were recognised
for their gallantry and we have reflected
that in the booklets we have produced.

However, our researches have also
included many policemen who served
during the war, who survived and who
we have not previously covered.

We are anxious to tell the stories of as
many of these men as we can but we
recognise that in some instances the
information we have is relatively
sparse. For reasons of space, accuracy
and interest in what can be said, we
have, therefore, confined what
appears in this section to those about
whom we feel we can say the most.

All of them, except one, come from
the Glamorgan Constabulary. This is
inevitable since it was by far and away
the biggest of the forces in South
Wales at the time of the First World
War and, accordingly, contributed the
most men to the armed forces.
Indeed, whilst exact figures are not
available, it seems that several
hundred from Glamorgan served.

We hope that what follows adds to
what we have previously done in
painting the picture of what the
policemen of South Wales contributed
during the war.

“A shower of shells”- the retreat
from Mons

PC 643 HERBERT BESLEY
GLAMORGAN CONSTABULARY
ACTING SERGEANT MAIOR 39935
SOMERSET LIGHT INFANTRY

Herbert was from Taunton in
Somerset where he was born in
May 1887.

He was employed as a labourer
before he joined the Glamorgan
Constabulary on 18th March 1913.
During his police service he was
stationed at Penarth.

Herbert had previously served with
the Somerset Light Infantry for over
seven years and, following the
declaration of war on 4th August
1914, he left the police upon being
recalled to the army as a reservist.
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He went to France with the Somerset
Light Infantry on 21st August 1914 and
during the war he served in the
Regiment’s 1st and 8th Battalions and
the 45th Training Reserve Battalion.
He achieved several promotions up to
acting Sergeant Major.

He was wounded early in the war
when he took part in the fighting
during the retreat from Mons as the
following report from the Western
Mail of 4th September 1914 shows:

“SHOWER OF SHELLS
PENARTH POLICEMAN IN
THE FIGHTING LINE
THRILLING EXPERIENCE
AT MONS

A thrilling story of the fighting at Mons
was told to a Western Mail reporter by
Lance-corporal Herbert Besley, of the
Somerset Light Infantry, who is among
the wounded in the Bristol Royal
Infirmary. Besley is a native of Williton,
Somerset, and before going to the war
was a member of the Glamorgan County
Police, stationed at Penarth. He joined
the regiment as a Reservist a few days
after war was declared, and arrived at
the front on the morning of August 24.
Fighting had commenced, and the
Somerset Light Infantry were engaged at
the extreme end of the British left flank.

‘The shells came upon us like a great
hailstorm’ said Besley, ‘and they did

great damage. The conflict lasted all
day. We remained in the trenches all
night, and were set upon again early the
next day (Tuesday). The numbers were
again overwhelming, and as the French
had not come up the order was given to
retire. The movement was carried out in
an orderly way, and our halting place at
night was the village of Lenz. Here the
regiment-reduced to about an eighth of
its original number-billeted.

FIGHTING RENEWED

Almost before daylight the alarm was
sounded, and the combat was renewed
with greater fury than ever. So huge was
the oncoming body that we were forced
to retire. We reached the top of a hill a
little to the south of Lenz, and passed
down the declivity on the south side
pursued by the Germans, who sent after
us a tremendous shower of shells, which
created great havoc. The ground was
covered with killed and wounded men.

‘Whilst making my way down the hill |
came across an artillery man with a bad
shell wound in the head. | picked him up
and ran as fast as | could with him in my
arms. | had not gone far when a shell
came along and blew my wounded
comrade to pieces. It carried away my
knapsack, knocked the cap from my
head, forced my rifle from my hand, and
struck me in the back. | became
unconscious, and knew nothing more
until | found myself in the field hospital.”
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Evidently, Herbert recovered and
resumed his army service. The Penarth
Times of 2nd December 1915 carried
this report:

“Sergt. H. Besley, of the 8th Somerset
Light Infantry, who for some time was a
constable in this town, writing to friends
says he has been promoted to
sergeant.....He has been in the
trenches for some time, and says that it
is very cold there just now, and ‘a bit

like when | used to go on duty on a
winter’s night near the Ship Hotel, but
with this difference, that here we have
swarms of rats and mice running about;
but as the old saying goes ‘we clench
our teeth and smile.”

Herbert served until the end of the
war and was demobilised on 12th
January 1919. The following week he
re-joined the Glamorgan Constabulary
and served until he retired.

British infantry during the retreat from Mons (© IWM).
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Cavalryman and mounted
policeman

PS 33 PERCY BOTTING
MERTHYR TYDFIL BOROUGH
POLICE

LANCE CORPORAL 6241,

5TH (ROYAL IRISH) LANCERS
ACTING SERGEANT P5282,
MILITARY MOUNTED POLICE

(Merthyr Tydfil Historical Society)

Percy had a long and interesting
military and police career.

He was born on 28th March 1882 in
Brighton, Sussex. His father, Henry, was
a gardener and not long after Percy was
born the family moved to Cheltenham
since the census of 1891 shows them
living at Milsom Street in the town.

His father was the verger of the parish
church of St. Mary there for twenty

five years, and when he died in 1913
the Cheltenham Chronicle, in reporting
on his funeral, paid tribute to his
work on the land and with the church,
as a man:

“...who, civil and obliging, but with a
touch of old-time country independence
of character, was ever to be found happy
in the labours of his office, which
included the care of the churchyard.
How well the latter part of his work was
performed was evident to everyone by
the neatness of the grass and the lime
tree avenues. Henry Botting and his
scythe was as familiar in the old
churchyard as its cross. He was an artist
with his scythe, with which he had done
doughty deeds on the hill farms in days
when the scythe had not almost
disappeared before the mowing
machine, and like a true artist he
resented the idea of his skill being
supplanted by a mere machine,”

As for Percy, it seems that he joined
the army when he was just fourteen
years of age and saw service with the
Royal Field Artillery and then the 9th
(Queen’s Royal) Lancers in the Anglo-
Boer War. It was during this campaign
that Percy was wounded as reported
by the Cheltenham Chronicle of 27th
April 1901:

“His many friends in Cheltenham will
regret to learn that Private Percy

43






















































































































































