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We’re a funny old bunch here in the UK aren’t we.  We moan and weep when it’s wet and providing deep puddles 
for our children to splash about in.  Then, when the heavens provide us with unlimited sunshine to a level of degrees 

that you can fry an egg on the wing of an aircraft (memories of my days in the military), we moan about that and 

issue warnings for everyone to stay indoors to protect ourselves.  We never seem to get it right, do we. 
 

And so it is with the IPA here in Section UK.  As Branch and Region Executive members, we spend our time 

attempting to seek out information from our members, regarding what they are expecting from their membership.  

“What exactly do you want by way of activities?” is the general question we asked everyone.  “Well I don’t know 
really” is about the best we receive in response.  In attempt to provide some additional low level professional 

opportunities for all members, Section UK constantly seek out subjects that would be of interest within a specific 

field of policing, or subjects that whilst of a specific nature, are aimed at such a level as to be of interest to perhaps 
all members.   

 

Therefore, it was quite sad to see two excellent free on-line presentations in July, so purely attended by members.  

The first presentation related to the serious growth in Business Crime, more specifically the organised shoplifting 
crime groups that are operating around the UK.  The Speaker provided an excellent insight into efforts currently 

being made between the Police and the Home Office into putting together co-ordinated cross country intelligence 

networks to battle these gangs.  The second presentation was regarding the growth of Cybercrime, usually a subject 
to frighten many an investigator.  But this subject was presented by an extremely knowledgeable member of the NCA 

in such a way that for myself, I was glued to the screen and taking in every word that he said.  A really excellent and 

easily understood explanation as to what Cybercrime is and how it can easily affect us all. 
 

The important thing to remember here, is that access to presentations such as the two that I have identified here, are 

free and easily obtained.  They are frequently published with the links on the IPA Section UK Facebook site, or on 

many occasions, published via a direct email from IPA Headquarters to all UK members.  Therefore, I urge everyone, 
don’t simply delete any email that originates from IPA HQ, the likelihood is that it will contain important information 

for your benefit.  Similarly, if you haven’t logged into the Section UK Facebook page, please do so, it contains a 

wealth of information regarding IPA events, both within the UK and International. 
 
      

  

 
 

My Living Will 
Last night my kids and I were sitting in the Living Room and I said to them 

“I never want to live in a vegative state, dependent upon some machine and fluids from a bottle.  If 
that ever happens, just pull the plug” 

So they got up, unplugged the computor and threw out my wine! 
The little bu…..s!!!!! 



 

The Welcome Hand of Friendship 

 
Once again, within the Wales Region, we bid a warm welcome to our new members who have joined the IPA here in 

Wales since our last publication.   

Gwent & South Wales: Samuel Eddy.  Geraint Smith.  Danielle Terblance.  Jennifer Harding.  Andy Adams.  David 

Abrams.  Gabriel Swan.  Jonathan Firth.  Krishna Chauhan.  William Kittridge.  We also welcome Christopher Picken 
who has transferred his membership from another Region. 

North Wales: Christoher Pullen.  Owen Davies. 

Dyfed Powys: Adam Khadiri.  Alistair Lindsey.  Christian Calditaran.     
 

Again, I will repeat my previous comments, that it is always a real pleasure to see new members join this superb 

Association, especially those currently serving within the local Force.  We hope that we can encourage you to take 
part in any of the activities organised by not only your own local Branch, but by any of the three Branches across 

Wales.  We encourage members to make use of the Section UK and Region Wales Facebook and Website to find out 

what is happening afield across the UK and the International scene, and to show your friends and colleagues who 

may also be considering joining this great Association (at £10 in this 2025 anniversary year).   
Remember that you are also able to sign up for the on-line IPA International Newsletter.  Simply register at 

https://www.ipa-international.org/   or view the editions at the Section UK website. 

 

 ‘fings aint wot they used to be!!! 
 
Being the current Chair of the Section UK Family History Special Interest Group, it’s only natural that I might 

occasionally wander into the realms of things gone by.  Whilst recently clearing out various mountains of items that 

I have for some reason accumulated, I came across what might be considered a predecessor of this present Region 

Newsletter.  Way back in the mists of time, 1967 to be specific, Region 4 produced a highly professional magazine 
every six months.  The copy that I have consists of fifty six pages of excellent material, including both professional 

and social aspects of what was happening around Wales.   

 
Clearly the approach to producing the magazine was heavily dependent upon a considerable number of volunteer 

members who were holding various roles within the Region, such as the Travel Secretary, Social Secretary, Sports 

Secretary, Enrolment Officer.  There was also a specific Children’s page and a Woman’s page.  In addition, the 
magazine contained advertisements from various companies, social clubs and restaurants from across the whole of 

the Region. 

                  

https://www.ipa-international.org/


 

Not forgetting that the Wales No 4 Region was part of what was then referred to as The British Section, 

members were also able to view the considerable range of quality IPA memorabilia items that were 

available for purchase from the headquarters IPA Shop.   

 

I suspect that it is likely that many of our current members might well be scratching their heads in an effort 

to equate the old prices shown in the advert against todays form of currency. 

 

Also note in Item 12, the old style of IPA Membership card that was then in use.  It was of a linen type 

material and consisted of spaces on the reverse side where you could affix your photograph and signature.  

It also indicated your rank and Police Force.  The back page consisted of spaces to stick with glue, your 

annual paper membership stamp that you received when renewing your annual fee.  Sadly, I still have my 

card, dated 1st January 1973.  

 



 

Finally, as we take this trip down memory lane, I will put my hands up and admit (even under caution), 

that upon leaving the RAF in early 1971, I initially joined the Metropolitan Police.  I recently came across 

my original Conditions of Service of Policemen that I was served with upon taking the Oath.  

 

I shudder when I look at the rates of pay back then.  Be you a Met’ Officer or from out in the ‘Sticks’, the 

pay was appalling, even with the additional Rent Allowance that married officers received.  In addition to 

that, Police Regulations were strictly imposed, even down to seeking permission to get married – 

approval being granted only after a vetting of your intended spouse. 

 

Certainly, things have changed through the years for the policeman’s ‘lot’, some better, some not so good.  

But it was regarded then as a career for life, with a superb attitude of supporting for fellow officers, both 

professionally and socially, with the IPA playing an important part in that structure.  

 

 
  



 

 

becomes

Beating The World 

 
It’s always a great pleasure to be able to send out our congratulations to Branch members who have taken 

part in IPA sports and achieved great success.  And so it was for two of our North Wales Branch members, 

who were part of the winning Section UK, Women’s Football team.  The  IPA World tournament was held 

in June in Shkoder, Albania, and both Emma Roden and Stephanie Taylor formed part of the winning team. 

 

So well done to you all, and we hope the experience at meeting with IPA members from other parts of the 

world was everything you’d hoped for.    

Online and Face to Face seminars 
As a Region, we hope that you are all taking note of the various online seminars (free!!) that are be advertised 

lately. 

 
 

The above flyer is currently on the Section UK Facebook site and members who have attended similar 

sessions in the past have all praised the quality of professionalism in both the content and style of 

presentation.  Have a look at the flyer, and perhaps seriously consider attending.  I have in recent weeks sent 

out details of several webinars that members are able to take advantage of. 

 

Our Region provides a small level of financial support, as do the Branches. 



 

One for your children or Grandchildren 

 
The age of pen pals is something that many of us remember with great pleasure.  It’s a wonderful way of 

not only making great international friends, but also of improving language skills.  Section UK is always 

keen to take part in promoting the growth of pen pals, under a very strict and safe system. 

Currently, our Section UK Headquarters have received eight requests for Pen Pals with the following young 

people,  

 

French requests 

Maeva 20-year-old girl 

Lilou 17-year-old girl 

Chloe 15-year-old girl 

Valentine 15-year-old boy 

Oceane 18-year-old girl 

 

German requests 

Luzie an 18-year-old girl 

Antonia a 14-year-old girl 

 

Spanish requests 

Iker an 18-year-old boy 

 

All pen pals must be a member, child or grandchild of an IPA Section UK member. 

 

All details regarding their hobbies can be found here https://www.ipa-uk.org/Pen-Pals---Young-Person  

 

If any of our members wish to make contact with a Pen Pal, please email cathy.key@ipa-uk.org   

And as this is the final edition of 2025 before I fly off to the warm areas of New 
Zealand in early December, may I now, on behalf of my underpaid team of 

journalists and artists, wish you and your families a very Happy and peaceful 
Christmas.  

  

 

There are no strangers in the IPA, just friends you haven't met yet! 
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